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Ann Arbor, Michigan 

May 7, 2003 

1:18 p-m. 

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Today 1 . da* * May 
(he Teh. the year 2003 and we're on the teoord it 
1:18 p-m. This k the video depositi o n of 
Mr. Chna Barbean. We re at the kw offices of 
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 

This k the miner of Hart versus the 
Wckdd Wrerdmg Entatammem. Inc vmu Lewmar 
Ijmirrri This cue is pending in Jadtaoo Comity, 
Missouri, Circuit Conrt Case No. 99 CV-210774. 
Counselors and qiu judge, could you put your 
appearance on the record, please. 

MS COX: Juliet Cox oo behalf of 

Wodd Wresdktg Rn«wtiwi«n»* t Inc 

MR. LOGAN: WiDiam Logan on behalf of 
dried-party defsidams, Lewmar Limited and Lewmaz, 
Inc 

JUDGE GUM: Judge Cad Gmn, Special Master 
appomted tor purposes of dkcovefy. 

-CHRISTOPHER BAJtfiEAU- 
called as s witness by the Defendant, heing fiat 


4 

duly swor n , vai examined and testified as follows: 
EXAMINATION 

BY MS. COX: 

Q. Mr. Barbean, before we began, I asked you whether 
you'd give n a deposition before and you have not; k 
that correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Before we get info the meat of what we're going to 
do today, 1 was go i ng to go over kind of whar you 
should exp ect BaiacaDy, whai we are here to do is 
to find out some information chat you have (hat has 
some relevance to (he kwnrif that is ausendy 
pending m Jackson Cooney, Missouri 

I wiD he asking you qumrioua BaacaDy 
you and 1 arc just going to have a conversation 
covering certain topi cs and hopefully it won't take 
ooo much of your rime today 

When Tin finished, then Mr. Logan wiD have 
a chance to aak some faDow-up questions and that 
may or may not go back and forth a little hit and 
then well be There aren't any rules, 

per sc, except that everything we are saying today 
is being recorded. So if fl question requires like a 
yes or a no type of answer, if you could sty that 
rather rhan oh-huh or fwwhrling your hi-ad 
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1 A. Ccrtainh’. 

1 think that I was probably performing stunts before 

2 Q. So that k cun be taken down. 

2 that time. 

3 If 1 ash yon any qmnnm that are 

3 Q. And have you also been perfoanmg aunts far 30 pha 

4 confuting of that you don't undeatand whai a it 

4 yean? 

5 Ten iiying, because ] wfll occasional] 7 top up on 

5 A. Yea. 

6 my wordt, plate ask me to fust rknfy Td be 

6 Q. Have you received any formal type of for 

7 happ j to do thai. Okay? 

7 snair perfonoance? 

8 A. Yea. 

8 A. Yea. 

9 Q. Okay. And other than that, I think we're ready to 

9 Q. What is that? 

10 go. 

10 A. I have attended — every six months or ao 1 mend 

11 A. Ail right 

11 a workabop on various aspects of the smni industry. 

12 Q. Alhght Me Barbmu, would you please rate your 

12 My specialty happens to be theatrical combat, 

13 name? 

13 specifically sword play, however, I have an ended 

14 A. Christopher C. Ba/beau. 

14 and taken Hirers foe high falls, flying, fire work. 

IS Q. And where are you currently employed? 

IS stunt driving. In fact, that was my first union (oh 

16 A It drpewda on ■ what capacity. ] work lot the 

16 was as s stunt driver for the Blnea Brothers movie- 

1 ? University of Michigan. 1 also own two at my own 

17 Q. And do you iko engage in ngging stunts? 

18 com panic a where I'm one of one or more employed, 

18 A_ Yea. 

19 and I work at the Michigan Opera Theater aa a arum 

19 Q. Hew long have you been doing that? 

30 coordinator and director down there. 

20 A. 1 probably rigged my firm stunt M around 17, so — 

21 So do you want me to fiat all of thoae 

21 Q. When you were 17 years old? 

22 hastily? 

22 A. Yea. So that would have been 1982 or '81. 

23 Q. Vdl, let's just start with the University of 

23 Q. And have you been involved in some capacity rigging 

24 Michigan, which you fi tax What do you do 

24 stunts since that tame? 

23 for the Urn*entry of Midagan? 

23 A. Yea. I waa the fight for several years, 

6 

1 A. I manage a wgnififant portion of the compnaag 

8 

1 four years, of foe Mickigaa fleaaiaaaace Festival aud 

2 infrastructure that occurs here at the nniveraity 

2 bath rigged and performed many anted during that 

3 for student uee. 

3 time. 

4 Q. Okay. And then you said you owned two separate 

4 Q. And are yon engaged w ouni rigging as comecnoa 

3 bosmema? 

3 wsfo yosr wmk wsh foe Ifirt pn Open T^sn? 

6 A. Comet. ] own and am the executive director of the 

6 A. I conaiih on k. To date, they haven't actually 

7 Ring of Steel Action Theater. 

7 needed very much. I've only been performing in this 

8 Q. Okay. And the other one? 

8 role for about two years now. 

9 A. 1 awn and am employed by Myrmidon Frees and 

9 Q, Okay. Hive ym iBeared say formal trawling as 

10 Photography where 1 function aa a professional 

10 mini nggaig? 

11 photographer and videographer. Ai the Michigan 

11 A. No. 

12 Opera Theater, I am a staff - I'm their staff stunt 

12 Q. Is lhae any formal owning in want ngpng dm 

13 rtWiMuiitiw mw%A 1 — Aw waff phn 8 n£ftpbf* 

13 yon arc aware of? 

14 Q. Okay. And the Ring of Smd, is dnt involved m 

14 A. None of which I am aware. 

15 itunn as wefl? 

15 Q. Could you pkase eel the jury what Ring of Seed 

16 A. Yd. 

16 it, what its bufloea u? 

17 Q. How long have you been involved in some capacity in 

17 A. The Ring of Steel Action Theater has rwa principal 

18 the man industry? 

1 8 raka. We hast an edncatsonal ana foal goes into 

19 A. Since 1974. 

19 and performs lecture demonstrations where we 

20 Q. So dose to 30 years? 

20 win lecture on various topics associated with 

21 A. Correct 

21 historical violence and Its appearance In foe 

22 Q. And do you perforin stunts? 

22 theater and thea we aril perform demonstration 

23 A. Yea. 

23 fights and/or slants. Those tnna usually include 

24 Q. When did you firti begin performing itunn? 

24 high foils. We don't perform fire mints an thin 

23 A. I got paid for my firm stunt at 11 yean old. I 

25 school districts. And no firearms after 1987 in 
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1 school districts either. 

1 yearn that I'm been doing thia, il'a obviously ■ 

2 The other un ia i pofomaacc troupe where 

2 oonpk yearn behind The imrnbfi of a how that we've 

3 we tna people who ere interested in out work end 

3 done and where we now have 19 feature fihn citdia, 

4 give them opportunities to peiioaa by terming them 

4 not It. 

5 oof in the ote Ve aho consult Cor community 

S Q. Okay. Great 

6 throw end high irhool theater sod profttetuul 

6 A. So a couple thing! are a link out of date. Aa far 

cheater in the area. Essentially, anyone who would 

7 aa the fisi of ahowa that we've ataged ia now very 

fl Hkr to pay ua to come in and help (hem make certain 

6 much out of dan and waa never inckaiw. It wua 

9 their innt work ia safe. 

9 jwt to give people a Savor for the type of ahowi 

10 1 would, if you don't mind, like to go bock 

10 that we have choreographed. 

11 to Che forma] training on rigging. I have taken 

11 Q. Sure 

12 dmn in efttenhing. 

12 A. Aa far aa not currendy engaging ia hocae a mats, we 

13 Q. Okay 

13 now do engage in hocae ttunta or we've returned fa 

14 A. And yon use anpLCia of that within atom rigging- 

14 home stunts. I wua a jonain when I waa young and 

15 Q. Thai would he rock <4*"hmg 0 f dohng? 

15 a noupk of onr youagw guyi have decided m take 

16 A. CorrecL Both interior artificial walk and free 

16 that mu fie, ao we now have fa na ten k the croupe 

17 dunking 

17 again. And the afiock of equipment h very mnefa out 

16 Q. And when did you fksi take daaaer in 

18 of date. Va probably have another handled thousand 

19 A. Thai would have beta 1988, '89. 

19 doDacv worth of equipment Itncr thia liat waa 

20 Q. Do you have any certification in that in} 

20 compiled. 

21 A. No. 

21 Q. Okay. 

22 

22 A. Lecxnrei and works hope don't change fioo much. 

23 (Depoamoo Fjthfrn No. 1 ana marked) 

23 Training, we alao include knife training now. And 

24 

24 I*D have to let oar web Co Be know to update thia. 

25 BY MS. OOX: 

25 Q. Vd, la me aak you fhie Ii there anything on 

10 

12 

1 Q. Mr. Barbeau, 1 have iuat handed you what we have 

1 here — other than what may be under m^mve, u 

5 rfMfflfnJ frw fruw iVlkMClUMI _ Lw mw tPfctmWIf 

5 rii#i > Mvvimd fhfli ifti'f mmh#) 

A lUHin BUS inmiVQDII — W JW lUBIBaHV J 

3 today aa Exhibit 1. Do you recognise the doctmeat 1 

3 A. Vc no longer own a 16-fiooi cube van. 

4 fuat handed you? 

4 Q Okay 

5 A. Yea. 

5 A. No, dua ta roll accurate to the - thia ia atiD 

6 Q. And what ia it? 

6 accurate Cor the greater part. There'■ nofhmg here 

7 A. Thia ia an extract of our web pages where we daacnaa 

7 that we don't do or have except Cor a couple of 

6 ram fly what the — well, bk a broad rente, whai the 

8 itema. 

9 Ring of Steel can provide and what it does. 

9 Q. Okay. If 1 oouU rhroa yoor atteencai bo the &rw 

10 Q. Okay. And are you famdiai with the contend that 

10 page of Ejthsbr 1. 

11 ase art forth ao thu printout from your wehoie? 

11 A. Certainly. 

12 A I have aeen it before, yea. 

12 Q. And a the end of tha first paragraph it wye The 

13 Q. Okay. If you need to review it. you may But the 

13 Rmg of Sled u the largest the*meal combat. 

14 quettioo that ] have Cor you ■ whefhci the 

14 atunt and speed efikcn croupe in the country and 

15 mformanon that ia provided in here u an amuatt 

15 the fight tcuat anangen for the Michigan Open 

16 deacripdon of both your qualifies hoar and the 

16 Theater li that anD coned? 

17 qualification! of thoae who work with you in Ring of 

17 A. The collection to chat atatemant would be w are tha 

18 Steel? 

18 largest flingW location group there ia. There k a 

19 A. Ic'a a link oat of date in the aenac that a 

19 group now in Florida that ia a seven location! that 

20 hasn't ben updated ia probably three or Coni yean. 

20 haa more membership than we do if you count all 

21 Ve were the 6,100th tone webaite ia ematence. 

21 aeven locations. 

22 Being a compiler perron, I gof ua on the web nice 

22 Q. Okay 

23 and early. So it'a a couple yeact out of date 

23 A. So that ia ids accurate. Ve have very doae to a 

24 Q. Okay. 

24 hundred mem beta. The entire Sodety of American 

25 A. However, it ia — with reaped to the number of 

25 Fight Directors haa 600 member! acroaa the whole 
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Q. And to you have one nk of that hot io Aon Artec. 


A- 

Q 


Q 


t 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

I 

9 

10 
It 
12 

13 

14 A. 
13 Q. 
16 

17 A- 

II 

19 

20 

21 Q. 

22 

23 A. 

24 

23 


Coned. 

Also n the mcond pMipiph, 1 noticed it aye 
the past 26 ye ar s, this tram - re fa-rug to tk 
members of Rang of Seed - 


- has tecum uh ted a contend 130 ytta of t 
with - tad you c un a c te d that - now 19 feature 
Qm credits tad over 320 stage productions. 

So that increase from 11 to 19 film 
credits, ■ that tnfi senate' 

Ye*. 

And tefl ms, when yon include to mrth i n g as a feature 
film credit, what does that mean? 

Vs don't — when we any feature film, we mean a 
II doDtr plus profess loaafiy shot union 

movie- We do not i adafe eta dens p r odartin a i, we i 
not mriuria independent films. 

And what would you afl do in a feature film oc for a 
feature film? 

Thai depends on in whst pan they've hired ns. In 
one of cha feature films, we simply provided 
fighters; stunt mm, If yon wtH And m others we 


Q 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 

9 

!0 A. 
11 
12 

13 

14 Q. 

15 

16 

17 A. 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
23 


IS 

the sense that you most pimp through these hoops. 
Typacnly, Maestro la assigned. It 1 ! ateoar like 

It memos a teacher or in my ease a master 
isone who's been work in g in the i n du s tr y 
25 pins years and someone m the — Maestro 
refers m a sword master, and that is my special 
e xpa nse. It also goes Co the fact that 1 have a 
national tide in fearing long , long ago. 

Okay Vea yoa in the CHympte 
No, 1 was never in the Olympic*. I was one step 
short. I won the nationals and would have had to 
move to New York to participate tn training for the 
*76 Olympic*. 

In addmon m Bte Brothers, winch * a movie that 
you wocked on, what are tome of the other m ovies 
that Ring of Steel hai been involved with? 

Hook is probably onr biggest credit, Dustin Hoffman, 
Robin Wiliams; Any of Darkness is a slightly lass 
»J k nows but c ertain ly a cafe film that some 
people do know about; our Evil Dead ■ cries - 
Sam Rami, a local; however, it was shot in 
Hollywood. The credits go down from there. Ninja 
Nymphs, Warrior Princess We don't talk about 
Skeeten or Blood Bath or some of the others Am 
went straight to video, bat they were feature film a. 
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1 have functioned as fight coordinators, we have 

1 

2 functioned as the armorers and we have In some canes 

2 

3 functioned as a fight choreographers. 

3 Q- 

4 So we are responsible for training people 

4 

5 to use swords safely and effectively on such 

5 

6 productions, things Uke AaL 

A 

7 Q. And thea a says tha you tuharrAr tn the mnferia 

7 

8 of (he Society of Ameocao Fight Directors la Air 

8 A. 

9 itiD cogrect? 

9 

10 A. Correct. 

10 

11 Q. Ai the bottom tten a dp Alt Ac Society of the 

11 

12 American Fight Dseean stands for the lg|te 

12 

13 standards in effective and imfe the*tried fighrifrg 

13 

14 Is that correct? 

14 

IS A. Correct. 

15 

16 Q. And is it ako true An effective sad safe stunts 

16 

17 of i— r+u~*rm] figuring nr anything 

17 Q. 

1 fl that you do M something Aat you sL take spemJ 

18 A. 

19 efforts to uanxre? 

19 

20 A. Yea. 

20 Q. 

21 Q. It wsj ■ hide convoluted of a qua non but - if 

21 

22 then up our Maestro, Chris fiarbeau, is Ae fight 

22 

23 dkegtoi for MxAigu Theater Is Macrtro a tprtml 

23 

24 sun? 

24 

25 A. Maestro la a term Aat it's not granted, alAougfa ia 

25 
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We live m Michigan. Not ate Mi 


Sure. Esther yon indicated that other than along 
rU «*«»■ in rock ckmhing mounts*) <4*fnte >g. yon 
have had *o formal training in the rigpog of 
■tunes. How is is that you learned how so tig 
Amis? 

I've worked around in Ac industry so I've met 
individuals who are professionally rigging icunts. 
I've observed Ae safety precautions that they 
engage m. My sister ii a challenge course trainer 
so she trams people who teach on chalmgc courser 
and she has observed and come and taught ns vario 
rigging for performing dunking and Ae Uke. 

So Aat's Ae dosesi to formal training 
Ant I have done. 

Sure. 

And I behave she did that hr Ac cky of Colorado 
for four years. City of Denver tn Colorado. 

And is k your understanding All Ae manner so 
which you have 1”"*^ to rig iruntf is itmibr to 
Ae manner ia wt u cri moat people who rig sruoti tern 
to rig multi/ 

MR- LOGAN: I'm s o rr y, Vm gamg tn object 
to Ac form of the question as vague sod ambiguous 
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and UrVa foOfldlOOD. 

JUDGE GUM: Overruled. 
BY MS COX: 


Q 

A. 

Q 

A. 


Q. 


A. 

Q 


Did you und g ra nd the question? 

I believe so. 

Okay. Then yon may rawer 

The ituubrdi that I apply when rigging a stunt are 
coonnaii to what I have observed bon ocher acunf 
riggers. 

And u I understood what you are desorbing and the 
manner m which you learned to og stunts vai 
btJioSj by M r rh ing and doing and learning b oo 
others? 

Correa. 

And it rr your understanding that that ie how most 
stunt rigging is learned? 

MIL LOGAN: Object to the form of the 
question, calls for apeniktinn 

JUDGE GUM: Overruled He may i nearer if he 


THE WITNESS: In tha particular industry, 
many people learn by being apprentices, and that k 
the path that J follo wed and the pwh that \ 
who are studying wah me follow. 

BY MS COX: 


19 


Q. Have you < 


1 a «nmf or are you 


itfpteit 


down to the j 
Yea. 

And whsc era do ] 

We cal that a fly. 

And would yon esl it a fly or • flj-w 1 
or tf k is • diagonal entry? 

Any time that we support foe human body and we 
it off foe floor, whether k is in a descending mode 
or an mac ending mode, we consider that a fly. 

So that if I used the toon fly — 1 flying stunt as 
wc talk today, that wsD refer so - on we agree 
that that will refer to any tune the human body ii 
nxpported off die ground? 

Yea. 

And 1 want re make me that the jury and that we — 
that 1 understand folly what your testimony ia 
When we use foe word so dg a rant, what exactly 
does thar mean? 

It 1 ! very specific to foe st un t, but rigging a stunt 
means pto tidi ug any n ecemary nfrutnoac for d 
•mm — the deazred atma s re taka pkca. We're 
hir ed to fulfill very avdfr (fookai. So a 


Q. 

A. 


Q. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 
11 

12 A. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 Q. 

19 

20 A. 

21 
22 
23 


II 

Okay. 

To foe extent that we even called our trainees up 
through various levels, at foe high eat level they 
become journeymen which is the same in any trade 
that you have learned by studying with a master. 

Now, when you use the term apprentice and 
journeyman, is these a fo rmal dengnaooo of 
apprentice and journeyman in stunt rigging or are 
you axing those terms to convey so us and so foe 
jury the method that somebody learns from the 
teacher? 

Tin axing it to convey chat method. There are, to 
the best of xny knowledge, an national stand ar ds 
a sso c iated with ce rtify in g s omeone in rigging for 
stunts. Yon can be certified to stage rigging bat 
that is not stunts and baa nothing to do with stunt 
rigging. 

And stage rigging would be things like rigging 

lighting? 

Hanging things from within a theater system for 

hanging 


Q 

A. 

Q 

A. 

Q 

A. 


Q. Such ax audio equipment and lighting? 
A. Backdrops. 

24 Q. Okay. 

25 A_ Set pieces that fly in and ouL 


22 

23 

24 

25 


20 

stunt might be as simple as placing a charge at a 
particular point that's detonated under certain 
circumitancei. It may be as complicated as setting 
op a huge scaffolding that is designed to support an 
individual and/of more than one individual such that 
they are — they could be lifted and transported 
around the stage. 

So to ng a stum m chides al foe asp ec ts 
of foal. 

Okay. And when yon use the tern to pr ovide the 
infrastructure, w md d k he ka re ml that foe 
eqikpment? 

Yea. 

So how do you determine when you ant dg^ng a awt 
whai equipment you vl use? 

It's very specific to foe snail. 

So k depends on what is reqiared by die ttuni? 

Yea. And it 1 a sometimes specific to foe in dividual 
performing the stunt. 

Can you explain what you mean by that? 

The body weight of foe individual. If I'm flying a 
350-pound man — and I'm coaching this in flying 
terms since that teems to be foe topic at band — 
foe precautions I will take are considerably 
different than foe ones 1 would take with a 95-pound 
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1 fonlriag for ii Ictai a thousand panada of lift 

1 Q Such aa? 

2 capacity rated and then, of cooim, lha equipment 

2 A Stunt gel for burns, that ton of thing. You know, 

3 thei'i naiad, that often has another safely margin 

5 Noma nuts. 1 don't get that from Amspec. 

4 on top of chat. 

4 Q. And exactly what doea Amapcc produce? 

5 Ve explain to them that we will often 

5 A They — 

6 demonstrate it with one of oar proftflaunak before 

6 MR. LOGAN: Objeca tn the form of the 

7 as that they have a namcal image of what it'a gumg 

7 queatkm, calls for peculation. 

1 to look bke. 

8 JUDGE GUM Overruled 

9 Q So if 1 cm just clarify that. 

9 THE WITNESS: Then catalog enumerate* * 

10 A TUa all depends on how tmMnhmhk they an too. 

10 wide vahtfy of device* for and supporting 

11 Q- Sobs. If I can ehefy that. When yon any eo 

11 the human body that are wool 

12 dersoQvtme d, if you were doing a descent — 

12 BY MS. COX: 

13 A. Y«a. 

15 Q. Okay. And then when you ng • stunt - and let 1 * 

14 Q. - from a eating no the floor, — 

14 focua our conwemxoo on taoeots and descents. 

15 A. Yea. 

15 A Olay. 

16 Q. - you would hare one of your people put oo the 

16 Q. When you rig * descent or an ascent, is there 

17 equipment, execute the descant? 

17 hardware that you otfrtze? 

1i A. Caaco. 

16 A Yea. 

19 Q Okay. And that would be the demoosttsnon that 

19 Q. And what do you call that hardware? Weft, that’i a 

20 you're refining bo? 

20 bad question because I know there 1 a a lot of 

21 A. Yea. 

21 different stuff that - the question wi* vague. 

22 Q. Okay. And then would you - then you would alao 

22 So let me aak yon dm: An you aware of 

23 do« the performer to execute the deacam? 

25 any company that tnanufoccaicn hardware that can he 

24 A. Yea They would limply be Lifted, become 

24 used in ascent* and descent* that the company 

25 comfortable with the equipment, perhapa aa little aa 

25 manufacturers it solely for use in stunt**' 

30 

32 

1 m inches off the loot, — ■ ■ * g them puftaaly 

1 A Solely for use in tttma? 

2 until — if they have a fear of heights if can take 

2 Q. Yes. 

3 a couple of hours to get them to treat the equipment 

5 A No. 

4 anffidendy. I've never had anybody go longer than 

4 Q. Tell me what hatdwaie wtxdd be required m rig an 

5 that. Then we have — we'Q atari the actual 

5 ascent or deacenL 

ti rehearsal proceaa with them executing the stunt 

6 MR. LOGAN: Object to the form of the 

7 Q. Aral once they convey to you that they're comfortable 

7 question aa vague and ambiguous. 

1 wuh a, then n that al the amuraonr you're 

6 JUDGE GUM Overruled He may answer if he 

9 lookmg foe? 

9 know*. 

10 A Comet. If'a the actor comfort and that the 

10 THE WITNESS: The type of equipment 

11 director ia acciag what he wanta to see. 

11 selected would depend very much an the look the 

12 Q. Okay. 

12 JuecDCM wished flo idant la the case of 

13 A I have had executive producer* decide chat (hey 

13 something like Peter Pan, we don't want the cable 

14 thought if looked too dangerous. 

14 visible to we wodd use a fine stranded steel cable. 

IS Q- Aat yon aware of any company that manufacturer! 

15 BY MS COX 

16 hardware aoldy for use to trunti? 

16 Q. Uh-huh 

17 A Hardware? 

17 A In the case of a stunt where It did not matter, for 

11 Q. Equipment. 

16 instance, our pirate magic danger show where the 

19 A Yaa- 

19 pimn are obviously —«»|uig ia on rapes, in that 

20 Q. Aid who ta that? 

20 case the rope* can be dearly visible to we would 

21 A Amapcc Stunt Sewing beam. 

21 use ropes. The attachment point to the individual 

22 Q. Any ocherx? 

22 performer would typically be one of these Amapcc 

23 A Depen ding on the equipment. For frying, Amapcc ia 

25 vesta os ghosts. Those are the two items that we 

24 where we go. I am aware of other* hut they produce 

24 have. They do sell full raita designed for multiple 

25 ocher type* of equipment 

25 point Uita. And we oac climbing hardware that's 

i. 
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1 

35 

1 

designed foe commerdiJ climbing to Attach. 

1 


recoDectioo - well, doea that appear to be the 

2 

In the case where aa individual needs to be 

2 


mgger-lafch aharkle that you purchased? 

3 

quickly — to qiriehfty get off of the lift equipment, 

3 


MR. LOGAN: Objere bo the form of the 

4 

wc have used as a safety s quick-release mtnbudde 

4 


question, lacks foundation, vague and ambiguous ] 

5 

that we purchased from Am spec. 

5 


thmk it 1 a leading aba 

6 

Q. Laf'i talk shoot sperificaly the attachment dial 

6 


JUDGE GUM: Objeafon wiU be sustained as 

7 

foo use io between the rope or the wire sod the vest 

7 


tO 1—ding 

8 

(hat the actor if wrating And you mentioned that 

8 

BY MS COX 

9 

yon use quick — you have used quick ivlrarei? 

9 

Q 

Cm you please tcH me on thh document if it refers 

10 

A. Yea. 

10 


bo the tnggd-iatrh tWH# that you purchased from 

11 

Q And in whir type of — in what tttusdon would yon 

11 


Amapec? 

12 

choose to use e quick release? 

12 

A. 

line five in the item section refers to the beat of 

13 

A. la sn instance where the actor needed to immediately 

13 


my recollection to the quick-release shackle that we 

14 

coo done in die execution of theft performance after 

14 


requested from Amapec. 

19 

landing such that they could no longer be attached 

IS 

Q 

Olay. Line five aye Soap shackle quick release 

16 

or would leave (he area where the lift/descent had 

16 


No. 5120; is that correct? 

17 

to occur. 

17 

A. 

Correct. 

18 

Q. And the quick releases that you have used for that. 

18 

Q 

And what was the purchase pace for that shackle? 

19 

have you used more than ooe kind? 

19 

A. 

One hundred dollars. 

2D 

A. No. We’ve only used the single Item we received 

20 

Q 

Could you please dearrfoe for the jury different 

21 

from Am spec. 

21 


ways in which you have used the Lewmar tagger-latch 

23 

Q. la (hat what, a Lewmar txiggei-latch shackle? 

22 


shackle. 

23 

A. Yea. 1 believe Lewmai is the manufacturer. It is a 

23 


MR LOGAN: Tm gomg to object to the form 

24 

trigger-Latch shackle. 

24 


of the qoesnoe as d misstates his prior testimony. 

29 

« 

25 


Mr. Barbeau rrsrifird he did not recall whether the 
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1 

(Deposition Exhibit No. 2 vu toaxked.} 

1 


quick release piciiidad by Amapec on invoice 

2 


2 



3 

THE WITNESS: What year did we buy it? 

3 


MS. COX Let*! take a break. 

4 

BY MS OOX 

4 


VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Off the reread « 

9 

Q. I'm going to hand you now what has been marked as 

9 


101 p.m. 

6 

Exhibit 2. 

6 


MR LOGAN: Before wc go off the record. 

7 

A. Olmy. 1 looked for the invoice and wc weren't able 

7 


can we rule on the objection? 

8 

to locate it 

8 


MS COX I'm gomg to go get it and show 

9 

Q. Okay. Do you recognise what haa been marked u 

9 


it to him 

10 

Exhibit 2? 

10 


JUDGE GUM: Objection - the objection wil 

11 

A. Yea. 

11 


he sustained. WcU take • break. 

12 

Q. What is that? 

12 


(A brief reccaa was taken.) 

13 

A That is an invoice to the Ring of Steel from Amapec 

13 


VIDEO TECHNICIAN: We're tmek on the record 

14 

Stunt Sewing Team. 

14 


at 2:11 p-m. 

15 

Q. What date vu thn invoice? 

19 

BY MS COX 

16 

A 1998. 

16 

Q 

Mr. Barbeau, I'm gomg to hand you a Lewmar 

17 

Q. And vu it June 30th of 1998? 

17 


trigger-latch shadde, if you could take • look at 

18 

A Correct. 

18 


that. 

19 

Q And is your recoDectsoo that oo or itoutd 

19 

A. 

Uh-huh. 

20 

June 30th, 1998 ii when you purchased from Amapec a 

20 

Q 

Doea that appear to you to be the same trigger-la fch 

21 

trigger-Latch shadde? 

21 


shackle? 

22 

A Yea. 

22 

A. 

It does appear to be the same. 

23 

Q. If youE look at the final hem on Exhfon Na 2, 

23 

Q 

And i( in fact, the Na 5120 which u cm P«h*h« 2, 

24 

it ihowi map a hackle quick release Na 5120 for one 

24 


the mvmce, matches both the Amapec catalog and 

25 

hundred doQan. It that corah cent with your 

25 


Lewmar 1 ! mtemal numbers, referencing the 

l 
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1 

43 

1 

dofumfni that he'i never seen before, not testifying 

1 

Q. Bui you eaaennafiy do know what the trggrr larch 

2 

on personal knowledge. 

2 

shackle you purchased looks lake: • that comet? 

3 

JUDGE GUM: Well, the cepcesentatioo to the 

3 

A. That's correct. 

4 

wimesi vu that this is a page out of the Ami pec 

4 

Q. And does n appear to be the tame tngger-latch 

5 

catalog and he has testified that he has - he's 

5 

l hackle? 

6 

familiar with the catiJog; t* that correct? 

6 

A. It does appear to be the same 

7 

MS. COX: No. Actually, this h a page out 

7 

Q. Yea When la the tngger-lstch shackle that you 

8 

of a Lewmar catalog, hut my question wai - 

8 

own amendy 

9 

JUDGE GUM Well, the objection wifl be 

9 

A. It should be in our flying rigging bos which is 

10 

r us tamed. 

10 

stored in one of our storage ladUnca. I'm not 

11 

MS. COX: My question, vai simply 

11 

certain exactly what the location would be at this 

12 

whether this depiction, the photograph, depicu the 

12 

moment. Meaning how fast could I get it? 

n 

tdggex4atch ahadde that he purchased from Amspec 

13 

Q. Or have somebody verify that it aayi Lewmar on tL 

14 

MR. LOGAN: Same objection. 

14 

A. We're not staffed during the day. We're a nigh chine 

15 

MS. COX And it does. 

15 

operation so — I mean, we'te a theater troupe. So 

16 

MR. LOGAN: Same objection. Your Honor. 

16 

if it is where I behove it to be, it would take - 

17 

And even further, die qualification of the end of 

17 

1 would have to go to it, and it would take me at 

18 

counaeTi statement h objected to. Mr. Barbeau has 

18 

1ease a half an hour to gel there. 

19 

not seen dm document before and he's being asked 

19 

Q. To get there, oot to get there and gn hack? 

20 

to interpret a document that he's never seen before 

20 

A Comet. 

21 

and he's not testifying as to hia persona] 

21 

Q. Okay Lei's - 

22 

knowledge. 

22 

A I an, in fact, happy to provide the item an question 

23 

JUDGE GUM Well, whether or not he's aeen 

23 

at any point. 

24 

the document before is lmmateoaL It'a whether or 

24 

Q Otay 

25 

not he recognize! the items that are depicted on the 

25 

MS COX: baft go off the record end take 
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1 

document. 

1 

a break 

2 

So you may testify 11 to whether or not you 

2 

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Off the record 219 pm. 

3 

recognize die items m deptrtp^j on the 

3 

(A brief receaa vu taken.) 

4 

document 

4 

(Depoamon Fthfrar No. 4 was marked] 

5 

THE WITNESS: The Xrroi copy of this 

5 

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Were bark on the record 

6 

document appears to represent the shackle that both 

6 

ax 4e10 pm. 

7 

you have shown me and that I have in my posses non 

7 

BY MS. COX 

8 

BY MS. COX 

a 

Q. Mr. Barbeau, ham you now obtained the actual 

9 

Q Ok*y. 

9 

trigger-larch dtarkk that you purchased from 

10 

A- I have, however, never aeen this particular 

10 

Amspec, Inc.? 

11 

depiction of it prior to this. 

11 

A Yea. 

12 

Q You've not seen an actual Lewmar catalog? 

12 

Q. And a k dm mggex-Utrh ihacklr which has baca 

13 

A. Correct. 

13 

marked as Eahafaaf No 4? 

14 

Q. But you have seen an Amspec catalog? 

14 

A. Yea, it is. 

15 

A. Correct. 

IS 

Q. Okay. And cm you wl from Inching at that who the 

16 

Q. And the Amspec catalog ako had depictions in it of 

16 

manufacturer of that tagger-latch shackle ia? 

17 

the tngger-latch shad-U that you purchased? 

17 

A Lewmar - England ia on the device. 

18 

MR. LOGAN: Objection to the form of the 

11 

Q. Whai it says. And the Lewmar tngger-kK± ihedde 

19 

question 

19 

char had pcevtousiy been marked in ■ depnunoe as 

20 

JUDGE GUM Sustained 

20 

Piaimiff a IQ that ] am holding To gong 

21 

BY MS. COX 

21 

to hand thu to you and ask you to compare the two 

22 

Q. Did the Amspec catalog that you renewed have in it 

22 

and tel me if they appear to be the same type of 

23 

a picture of the cogger-latch shackle that you 

23 

shackle. 

24 

purchased? 

24 

A Yea, they appear to be the same type of ahadde. 

25 

A- I don't rcesH 

25 

Q Obvioualy, they's not die tame iharklr? 
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1 A. Correct. 

1 A The performer, she waa wearing a pah of shorn, fly 

2 Q But they're die tame model of thadclrr- 

2 aborts, and thk waa attached to the aide of the By 

3 A Yea 

3 shorn. Thera's a soft pick point — technical 

4 Q. Okay. Did you only purchase one of these riiarhlei 

4 term — eaaenctaBy, a nylon Inop that has been 

S from Anpec? 

5 —dr on of a baBiatic nylon that's been inn onto 

6 A Ye* , we did. 

6 the aide of the shorta, and this vu paaacd through 

7 Q. And hare you only purchased one of these ah adder, 

7 that. And (hen while at was already preaaached to 

8 period? 

8 a fled cable, die in dividual performer would (fide 

8 A Yea, we only own one of tbeae ahaddea. 

9 this through connecting hecidf to it, doae it, and 

10 Q. Okay. And from Exhdat 2, then, an you cell whet 

10 chen fhe stepped not into (ha ah and was lowered 

11 the oumher u diet Lewmar oc, I'm aorry, that Anupoc 

11 down. 

12 if iwnfl to identify that particular thackk^ 

12 Q. And how for off the ground vu the when she stepped 

12 A No. 5120. 

13 out into the fir? 

14 Q. CouU you aos, if you would, pkuac, rir acribe far 

14 A Ten oc 12 feet. 

15 die yury the weyi m wfoch yen beet uaed the Iimai 

15 Q And then when the lowered to the ground, how would 

16 tngger-bteh shackle. 

16 foe then rdesae from (he mgger-htefa ihadds or 

17 A Vc have uaed tbia as tbe primary suspension point 

17 would the? 

18 for an actot/performer. None of the setor* hove 

18 A When the arrived an the ground and her weight was 

19 exceeded about 180 pounds, end thia he* been used to 

19 off of (he cable, ahe would poll the release. 

20 affix to en attach point on ikdr ks«wa chat 

20 Q. Okay. And to this black cord here that is attached 

21 they're wearing end then the top wei affixed vie e 

21 to Pvhtbrt No 4, (fid this come attached to it when 

22 caribeener both to a rope and to a ateel cable and 

22 you ordered it from Anxapac? 

23 to a kevtar cable. I've used all three at rimea. 

23 A Yea, it did. 

24 Q. So you've naad that pamnihr shackle on enow than 

24 Q. And this coed it then uaed m digger the rriau 

25 one nrrmrirtn? 

25 mechamam to open the nflti-ktcfa shackle; ts that 

46 

48 

1 A Yea. 

1 what you're deaodwug? 

2 Q- And yon have uaed it et a sole anachmeot between 

2 A Collect. 

3 either a rope oc another hanging - 

5 MX. LOGAN: Object to the form of the 

4 A Between aonc auapesaiou device and the performer. 

4 question u Warfing and suggestive 

5 Q. Okay. And do yon cecal about how many non yoO*ve 

S JUDGE GUM It u kadseg Wd 

6 uaed dria tqgger-laich ferHr m (haf manner? 

6 BY MS COX 

7 A A number - 

7 Q. Could you demonstrate for the jury hewr the performer 

8 MR. LOGAN: Object m the form of the 

8 would ideufl him or herself from the mgga-latdi 

9 question as vague and axnhiguoui. 

9 aWkU? 

10 JUDGE GUM: Overrated Yon may wwwer if 


11 you understand the question 

11 and forefinger each that tbe had ahold of (he cable 

12 THE WITNESS: 1 ooukfai give you a 

12 as well ao ahe could fed whether the had any weaghi 

13 sped be number of times it has been used It's 

13 on the cable and then ahe waa instructed to pull 

14 been uaed in at lean three p-fa****—>*-»«_ and the 

14 that in cedes to rdeane the shackle. 

15 deck eneertrinmeet mdnasry ! oudd not teO you how 

15 Q Okay. And ofaer dm- 

16 many eveaaogi that we've used n. 1 don't have a 

16 A She simply at that point walked iwuy and let it 

17 record of that. 

17 awing free behind her leaving it. 

18 BY MS COX: 

18 Q. Okay. And other than the stepping out into the air 

19 Q. Okay. And what an the three performances that it 

19 and bring descended with the trigger-bach shackle 

20 has been uaed in? 

20 as the sola cormrcpoo priu, were there any ocher 

21 A It «u uaed in Peter Pan, if was uaed in 

21 wtya m which the trigger-hick shackle was used in 

22 H Trovatore, and it waa used in A Mac Beth. 

22 the Peter Pan performance? 

23 Q. If we could start with Peter Pin, can you tefl me 

23 A No. 

24 how fhts p»erin>Ug twgy t-Wh 

24 Q. Let’s talk about D Trenan 

25 ahndde waj uaed m Peter Pan? 

25 A □ Trovaioic. 
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Q. Tha l 

A. Ibght- 

Q. Lf^i nfk *Knm Hwf 

A Right. 

Q. Ic whai vn wsj the mggriisrci thackk wed m 

A. Tike principal poioone bad to vale up a chfl, a 
cable vu already madied to bar at that point with 
fbe thadde, and she had to bl forward off of (be 
efiff away from the audience inch that this Mi in 
the middle of her hade, lower middle back. She waa 
wearing a climbing harness, and we aaed a back lower 
pack point on that. Thil waa run through that by a 
•tage hand. She performed Cor about eight or nine 
minute* flinging what'fl called an aria and then the 
turned and walked up the cliff and stepped off into 
the air with a — a black Vrvlai cable wai her aole 
support connected to thia. 

She was then lowered — aa coon as a be Cell 
forward, there were people on the rope, on the line 
maintaining tendon, so there waa no alack. There 
waa no jerk on thia. But aa aooo aa ahe Cell 
forward oat of dght, ahe waa then low ere d about 10 
to 12 feet to the ground. 

Q. And then when die landed on the gtoud, bow <hd the 


50 

2 A. She didn't. A technician waa there u release it 

3 for her. 

4 Q. Okaj. 

5 A And that technician would have released it. 1 don't 

6 know if they would bare grabbed il by the strap or 

7 here. 1 wasn't die technician. The technician that 
6 p erfo r m ed it know it can be released one of two 

9 w ay s, so whatever their preference method waa. 

10 Q. Can you demonstrate? 

11 A The two method! that I'm familiar with k> opening 

12 the shackle are pulling what waa r ep r esen ted an ua 

13 by Axnapec aa ihe quick release cable. The other w ay 

14 which it rndiratr* on this that you use a tpahe to 

15 open but, in ho, with a modern amount of finger 

16 strength. It opens easily simply by squeezing and 

17 it pops open in here. 

16 Q. And you in dirarrd that the p e i fo tiu e i i that were 

19 attached unng thh tagger-htdi shackle woe no 

20 greater that 160 pounds? 

21 A Correct 

22 Q. Do you know vhai the weight fcautaaoni an foe this 

23 shackle? 

24 A No, not from the manufacturer. The company horn 

25 which we purchased it, Amspec, r ep resented that is 


1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

I 
4 
10 

II 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
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Si 

would manage a 300-pound person. That wasn't what 

we were using it for so I didn't tnveadgaaa 

farther. 

Q And was the ta gg er -bach shackle used m any ocher 

A Tore. 

Q. Thank you. 

A No, if was not. 

Q. Could you please describe for the jury bow the 
mggcr-htch thadrir was used is die A Mac Beth 
performance? 

A In A Mac Beth, which is a version of Mac Beth that 
it pretty for out there, if you will, it's very 
in ter pr e tiv e - Lota of pyrotechnics, lots of sound 
and Hghi and music that you wouldn't associate with 
a traditional Mac Beth including which is flying 
over the heads of the audience, directly out over 
their heads, performers swinging onl over the heads 
of the audience. 

The stage waa actually buds up above their 
heads and the audience would dl in amal units 
faring up ai the performance that occurred all 
around them. It's a particular style 
of thraaer and hud a grout many technical demands 
Thia waa specifically used foe one of the 


52 


stage, and dial character had a need not only to be 
able to fly daring the performance and awing around 
but had to be able to get off that line quickly. So 
because ahe transforms into Lady Mac Beth and thus 
has mack more involvement in the rest of the scene. 
So fust because she had that need for a feat 
release, this shackle waa used to fly bet. 

Q. Okay. And where (fid die - where <hd her - when 
you ny in fly bet, did die fly faun one pocoi to 
snoihet pome? 

A Yea. Yea, she did. 

Q Could you d eaerfoe (hat? 

A She sauced from a platform that was about 14 fieo 
up in the air ai the back of the theater and ahe 
stepped off of that platform after up her own 

■lack by sim ply stepping down, and there was a 
suspension cable that ran the length of (be theater 
and she controlled her pace down that using a 
specialised tip tine trolley that has a brake on iL 
And when she landed on stage, it was sort 
of a runoff where ahe would sip down and run off 
onto the stage and then she would release herself 

Q. By puffing on the cord attached to the tugger-latch 
■hackle? 


13 (Pages 49 to 52) 

Patricia Murray & Associates, Inc. The Court Reporters 

Offices in Brighton & Ann Arbor, MI 800-875-8238 

sas«7aa- 1 67*4caA-Mtf>4077a1 te«S37 















Hart v. WWE Q 

Deposition of Chriitophet Baxbeau 


May 7, 2003 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 Q. 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 

lfl 

19 Q. 

20 
21 

22 A. 

23 

24 

25 


53 

Correct. 

So during the A Mac Beth performance t the witch that 
ii*ed the tagger-inch ihadde. vm she attached — 
wm the sole pomt of attachmem betw ee n ha and the 
hoe on which she vh suspended the tugger-latch 
ahackfe? 

Yes, it was. 

And did she actually fly over the audience? 

Ye*. 

And axe the seats in that thrairr , are they — 

The the a rex is actually no longer abate nr but m 
that time they ftcte iLightly mlced. 

Okfty. And what mi the highest point that she would 
have been in the tn over the heads of people in the 
audience? 

About 22 Sect. And that would base been fr om her 
feel tn the floor, wot id the heads of the nodfence, 
obviously. 

Could you please rte s r i ihr to the jury specifically 
what about this tngger-laich shackle and its design 
W useful to you? 

The two features that are moat useful to us first is 
the heavy — is wfcm ^ p eus to be a very heavy 
construction, very solid construction, and the fact 
that we fell that we could have coo riders hie 
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1 such that it did not have a steel nng on it, this 

2 nng right here that the lanyard is attached to. 

3 A. Yea. 

4 Q. If it did not have the tied ring attached to H, 

5 would m usefulness to you be affected at aD? 

6 MR. LOGAN: Object to the foexn of the 

7 question, calls for speculation. 

8 JUDGE GUM: Overruled 

9 THE WITNESS: The difficulty in operating 

10 this mrrhanam by way of the finger through dm 

11 hole where it tayi use a spike in oeder to operate, 

12 if that were the sole method of releasing it, is 

13 use fulness to us would be dimintshed Many acton 

14 simply could not operate it that way with 

15 insufficient hand strength 

16 The other part of your question is really 

17 more than just the nog. It's were there any way 
IS for me to attach something to it GO release it that 

19 way. If that didn’t exist, yea, the usefulness of 

20 tbit would be dimtnuhed to us. 

21 Is rh*t volunteering too much information? 

22 JUDGE GUM You're en titl e d to answer the 

23 question any way you want to 

34 THE WITNESS: Very good 

25 JUDGE GUM And if you answer yes or no, 
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Q- 


Q 


confidence in in operation, and the quick 
Is then aa ydun g specific about the quick 
that is helpful for your uses? 

Aa opposed to tone — I'm sorry, clarify what yon 
mean, what you're looking for. 

Okay. Is the cord that's attached to the 
txagger-Utch tharhlr useful to you? 

MR. LOGAN: Objea to the form of the 
question, leading and suggestive. 

JUDGE GUM I'm tony, 1 didn't hear the 
question. Could you repeat it. please 

BY MS. COX: 

Q. Is the cord which ia attached DO the tdggex-latch 
a hackle, which mmchma we call that a lanyard, n 
that useful to you ao your - for your purposes? 

MR LOGAN: Same objeenon. 

JUDGE GUM Overruled 

THE WITNESS: The cord that is attached to 
k if useful. It’s not neceatary for in operation. 

BY MS- COX 

Q. Okay. Gosdd you ctpfen that for me. 

A. Any type of lanyard could be attached to the ting or 
no lanyard at alL The ring ia and of itself i* 
actually quite adequate for operation. 

Q Okay. Lf the tngger-Laid) shackle was designed 


BY 

Q 


A. 
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11 Q. 
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13 

14 

15 
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25 


you're entitled ao rtplbn your inr w ix 

MS COX 

Me. Baifaeau, I'm going to hand you what has been 
marked aa Exhibit No. S and ask you to look at that 
Have you ever seen a shackle like Exhihit No. 5? 

No. No, I have not aeen this particular model of 
•hackle. 

Does that shackle have a name on it that you can 
tee? You can take if out of the bag if you need to. 

It aayt Gibb on it. 

Okay. Looking it that shackle, does that shackle 
have the same - doea it appear — does this shackle 
appear to you — let me rephrase my question 

la the design of this thafkW as useful to 
you as the design of the Lewmar trigger-Latch 
shackle? 

MR LOGAN: Objea to the form of the 
question. It lacks foundation. He's said he's 
never seen the ahadde before. 

JUDGE GUM He may answer the question if 
he's able tn. 

THE WITNESS: One of the rc^onsdalxnef 
of any awm coordinator is that you evaluate the 
soundness of the equipment for the tasks, especially 
since we adapt many things that are not designed for 
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1 crania, human load belong, gr rrtm We have to 

2 adapt m any pecn of aq inp mect 

3 If I woe asked to evaluate tbs my fuss 

4 mini] i wrm n af thu moaleot Ifl that ill of 

5 force (has would he apphed ^uoa thu a 

€ icoog on • very small, pw h* |n not even an qgkd) 

7 of an mch perhaps, 1 don't know, 3/32nda of ao mcfa 

8 of a>»l that ip pf a w SO bt 

9 Sou opposed to the force acting agamit 

10 what vtic it’s a amal step u the entire width of 

11 fhb particular aharkfa So 1 would be 

12 wgnifi m nriy r rww^ d nhnui th» InaAJ^—wig 

13 quaKba af dm in terms of trurong it for human 

14 airport 

15 BY MS CO* 

16 Q. And wh en you're aaymg dtia, part to darify a. 

17 you're nirtng about Rxhiha No S — 

Ifl A. Yen. 

19 Q. - the Gibb darkle? li that what it sayi on it? 

20 A. Yna.ii fa. 

21 Q. Okay. 

22 A. Gibb ifaddc, and it fa marked Exhibit No. 5. So 

23 the fact that thfa has a very convenient release 

24 mechanism bai that release mechaniam fa baaed on a 

25 very small p i ft K*w»j thf only thing hilliliwg |f 
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59 

direction. 

MS COX: I'm sorry. I'm aoay. 

(Reporter read pending queaooo.) 

JUDGE GUM: Overruled. You may answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yea. It append that the 
ting provide* a dev point for attachment. 

BY MS CO* 

Q 1 bdarve that you tetofirri earlier that you 

purchased the Lewmar tagger4a tch shackle from 
Amapec on or about June 30th of 1998; u that an 
accutitt date? 

A. Yes, that ia accurate. 

Q. Okay. Were you aware that poor to June 30th of 
1998, Lewmar knew of two prevtoua senous undents 
involving use of that trigger4atxh sharUr in ctuot 
application!? 

A. No, ] wasn't. 

MX LOGAN: Object to the focm of the 
question, fades foundatioo. 

JUDGE GUM: Overruled 

THE WITNESS: No, 1 was unaware of any 
incidents related to thfa qwrifir make and model of 


BY MS CO* 

Q. Were you aware poor to today that Lewmar 
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dosed, and 1 would have some concerns about that. 
And does the dengn of the Gibb *h *rbl* have 
anything to which - from your re view of it eight 
now, fa there anything to which you codd attach a 
lanyard of any tort? 

Yea. 

What ia that? 

A lanyard could be ran through thfa center hole fluch 
that this spring does not have a auffident load 
dial you could — (hat it would inhibit the 
operation of a lanyard A lanyard could he run 
through thai load to be pulled and released to pull 
chia lever upward inside. 

Ia there any nog on there that appear* — a there 
any- 

There fa no dear and obviously designed attachment 
potni for a lanyard, although a lanyard could be 
passed through thfa hole and made to work. 

And oo the Lewmar cogger-hick diackfa, is there i 
dear phrt that appear* to be dengned for (he 
purpose of a lanyard to be pa sard through? 

MB- LOGAN: Object to the form of die 
question, lea thn g. aggrieve and lacks foundation. 

JUDGE GUM Would you repeat the question? 

To sorry, ] can't hear you when you're faced thai 
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60 

fpcahcaDy warned ia customer* ia Europe not to 
use a trigger-bich shackle m rtnot applications? 

MX LOGAN: Object to the form of the 
question, lack* foundation, misstates the r ecord 
JUDGE GUM Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: I wa* - ffae yer/oo answer fa 
yea, I wai aware. When 1 was c o n t a cted by one of 
your im o aite* from your offic e, they informed me 
after an uuml interview conversation thu there 
were wvdwm *nA this warning had 


BY MS CO* 

Q. And prior to that? 

A. No. 

Q. Poor to your involvement or being contacted in 
conoeoioe with thu lawsuit, were you aware that 
Lewmar had warned ha distributors tn mid Europe not 
to sell this trigger-latch shackle for uae in stunt 
applications? 

A- No, 1 wasn't. 

MR. LOGAN: Objea to (he form of the 
queoion, lacks foundatioo, misatar es the record 
JUDGE GUM Overruled 
THE WITNESS: No, 1 wai not 
BY MS CO* 
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1 

Q 

How dad you foam about Amqiec? 

1 

between two points that can be (paddy released when 

2 

A. 

I believe they wen rccommeodcd to me by i friend 

2 

you take an affirmative action to release it? 

3 


who «bo worka in the atom industry who'fl a 

3 

MR LOGAN: Obied to the form of the 

4 


rtaJdem m LA 

4 

question, forks cafia for yti ihoop 

a 

Q 

And vu there a apedfic pmpoac for winch you 

S 

and m vague and ambiguous 

4 


purchased — insnaDy purchased the Lewmai 

6 

JUDGE GUM Overruled He may answer if he 

7 


__ _ _ » ■ -i «- * ■ 

iirrtt tnador 

7 

undeeamnds the questinn- 

1 

A 

Ym. 

8 

THE WITNESS: You want to read the queatioa 

9 

Q 

What vat that? 

9 

back oo me 

10 

A 

That woe out ittrt thnw at the Kidupn Tti aai—a nr f 

10 

(Reporter read pend*^ question.) 

11 


Fennl that atari ed m 1999. 

11 

THE WTTNESS: No. 

12 

Q 

Okay. And did you uac the Lewmai enggex-latch 

12 

BY MS COX 

13 


ihidUc ftf that Aon ? 

13 

Q. Have you ever received any warning that the use of 

14 

A. 

Yea. 

14 

the tugger-foich shackle ahouk) be limited a some 

13 

Q 

Do you real! the packaging that the Lewmar 

13 

fashion? 

16 


fogge r-l*lth tfaackfo ant m? 

16 

MR LOGAN: Object to the form of (he 

17 

A. 

No, K do not. 

17 

question, vague and ambiguous. 

18 

Q 

Do you nail whethex you wen tn fanned that the 

18 

JUDGE GUM Overruled 

19 


nagger-bach ■ hackle, the Lewmai ingex4afith 

19 

THE WITNESS: Poor to the contact fay your 

2D 


ahackk was inappropriate for uie ia stunt work? 

2D 

office, no. 

21 


MR. LOGAN: Ofajeet to the foam of the 

21 

BY MS. COX 

22 


quiatioo, hdi foandanoo, cala for 

22 

Q. Right Are you aware that we are here today is a 

23 


JUDGE GUM Ovsmiled. 

23 

lawsuit involving the death of a professional 

24 


THE WITNESS 1 vu not informed by Anupec 

24 

wresdet, Owen Hart? 

23 


nor did 1 active any maaessak that ] recall with 

25 

A. Yea. 
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1 


the device informing that it vu not appropriate for 

1 

Q. Are you aware that Mr. Hart fefl from the - from 

2 


the purchase - for the purpose for which 1 vu 

2 

Kemper Arena - in Kemper Arena m Kansas Gfy, 

3 


purchasing it. 

3 

Missouri as he wu befog lowered from the roof of 

4 

BY MS COX 

4 

Kemper Arena down to foe wieirifog nog? 

S 

Q 

And were you informed at any time that the 

3 

A. Yea, I am aware of that. 

6 


tngget-bfch ahadde had • hutnry of inadvertent 

6 

Q Are you aware at the tknc that he fell the sole 

7 


sefoasea? 

7 

coonrenon point between Mr Hart and the jerk vest 

fl 


MR. LOGAN: Object to the form of the 

a 

that he wu wearing and the deacendiog tope wu the 

9 


question. 

9 

cogger-latch shackle? 

10 


THE WITNESS: Ncx 

10 

A. Yea, I am bet I waa informed of that by yoar office. 

11 


MR LOGAN: Lacks foundation, misstates the 

11 

Q. Okay. So prior to youi involvement with this 

12 


cocord 

12 

lawsuit, you did not know that? 

13 


JUDGE GUM Overruled 

13 

A. No 

14 


THE WITNESS: No, I was not 

14 

Q. And as of today, has Lewmar or any representative 

IS 

BY MS. COX; 

15 

from Lewmar made any attempt to advfoe you of the 

16 

c 

) Were you informed at any os* that using the 

16 

dangen associated with using ■ u^gcihich 

17 


tngger-bteh «h*^l^ DO I rradd 

17 

shackle to suspend a human befog? 

18 


poae a significant nak of danger to that person? 

Ifl 

MR LOGAN: Object so foe form of foe 

19 


MR LOGAN: Same objection 

19 

quesaan, vague and amhaguoua 

20 


JUDGE GUM Overruled 

20 

JUDGE GUM Ovemikd 

21 


THE WITNESS: No. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Na 

22 

BY MS COX 

22 

BY MS. COX 

23 

Q. Were you informed it any nme tfaat there *u any 

23 

Q. As of today, has Lewmar or any representative of 

24 


reason that the tagger-latch shackle should not be 

24 

Lewmar made any attempt to advise you of foe dangers 

2S 


used anyplace that you need a strong ranafenon 

25 

naooascd with uaaqg the cngfer-lareh ahackk fo 
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67 

1 

any truss f application? 

1 

THE WITNESS: Na 

2 

MR. LOGAN: Obfos to the form of the 

2 

BY MS. COX 

3 

question, vague and ambiguous, \ach of foundation. 

3 

Q. And if Lewmar had tnld you that na trigger-ktch 

4 

cafls for speculation 

4 

shackle was unsafe tn uae with suspending a human 

5 

JUDGE GUM: Overruled- You may answer the 

5 

bong would you have used k to suspend a human 

6 

queshoo if you understand k. 

6 

being? 

1 

THE WITNESS: No. No one hat made comma 

7 

MR LOGAN: Same objections. 

a 

with me to the best of my knowledge or made any 

1 

JUDGE GUM Overruled 

9 

attempt to contact me to the best of my knowledge. 

9 

THE WITNESS: No, we would not have used 

10 

BY MS COX; 

10 

k. 

11 

Q. And poor to bring contacted by coursed for WWE, did 

11 

BY MS. COX: 

12 

you have any reason to believe that using the 

12 

Q. There's been testimony in this case and documents in 

13 

mgger-bcth shackle tn suspend a human bong 

13 

this ease that Lewmar informed its distributorsin 

14 

during a performance was unsafe? 

14 

mid Europe not to sd the tngger-btrh shackle for 

IS 

MR LOGAN: Object to die form of the 

15 

stunts applications because of accidents involving 

16 

question, leading and suggestive 

16 

stunts applications in and Europe. 

17 

JUDGE GUM Ovemded 

17 

If Lewmar had passed that same information 

ia 

THE WITNESS: 1 knew dm the trigger-birh 

18 

on to yon, would you have purchased the 

19 

shackle was not originally developed for the stunt 

19 

trigger-latch shackle? 

20 

industry and that k was an adaptation of uae but 1 

20 

MR LOGAN: Objection to the form of the 

21 

wii never told nor did I have any direct qcpenence 

21 

question, mustsDer the record 

22 

with h fading in any fashion So 1 believed k to 

22 

JUDGE GUM Oworuled 

23 

be a safe and tohd unit for the uae that we were 

23 

THE WITNESS: Not lor this purpose. 

24 

* **■ 

24 

BY MS COX: 

25 

BY MS COX 

25 

Q My final question for you k — 
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1 

Q. And, in fact, as we discussed earlier, these k no 

1 

JUDGE GUM CnMft-examinaooa 

2 

maker — or let me ask you diiecdy. la there any 

2 

MS COX: Oh, an, no. 1 said my final 

3 

mkw of shackles *h*i shackles cpcahcsUy 

3 

question. 

4 

for the stum industry? 

4 

JUDGE GUM Oh, sorry 

s 

A. Not to the beat of my knowledge. And If 1 can 

3 

BY MS COX: 

6 

elaborate |uat slightly, because of this exact 

6 

Q. Because you didn't have this information, because 

7 

circumstance, liability lasuea, non people in this 

7 

Lewmar chose not to provide k, have you unknowingly 

a 

industry will tend to manufacture their own and uae 

8 

placed people in dangerous shuabons? 

9 

it tbcmadvci and not provide it tn anyone else. 

9 

MR LOGAN: I'm going tn object to the form 

10 

The fact that you can find devices and adapt them ia 

10 

of the question, k misstates the record and calls 

11 

a very normal procedure for na. 

11 

for speculation and if 1 ■ leading and suggestive. 

12 

Q. And that tf common in the stunt industry? 

12 

JUDGE GUM Sustained 

13 

A. Yea. 

13 

MS OOX No further questions 

14 

Q. Are you swart of any other people in the stum 

14 

JUDGE GUM Cross-eaamtna non. 

IS 

industry in the United Sates who uae Lewmar 

15 

EXAMINATION 

16 

tnggex-Latch shackles? 

16 

BY MR LOGAN: 

17 

A. Na 

17 

Q. Mr. Barheiu, how you dospg? 

18 

Q. If you had been told by Lewmar that ia 

18 

A. I'm managing okay. If 1 could actually grab a 

• 19 

tngger-bteh shackle had a history of inadvertently 

19 

la trie water. 

20 

releasing when under load, would you have used it in 

20 

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Off the record - you 

21 

the applications that you've described to us today? 

21 

wiet to go off the record - 4:42 pm 

22 

MR LOGAN: Object to the form of the 

22 

(A brief recess was taken.) 

23 

question, tack of found a nog, mu stales the reconi, 

23 

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Back on the record 4:43 

24 

calls for speculation 

24 

BY MR LOGAN: 

25 

JUDGE GUM Overruled 

25 

Q. Mr. Barbeau. I want to go back so the topic that you 
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1 

71 

1 fimitKftd with sad Mi Cos imi aikxog you if you had 

1 Q. That wtl a telephone interview? 

2 received certain informsooc from Lmnu or Am^tec 

2 A Correct 

3 would yen hire used the t^gger-kccfa sh arkte m the 

3 Q. And how long did that gunmen fast? 

4 manner m which you used a. Do you recall that 

4 A Twaty minutes perhaps, 18 to 20 mmutes. 

5 tesnmoay? 

S Q. Can you tell me what that associate told yon during 

6 A. Yes. 

6 that interview? 

7 Q. The agger-laid] shackle (hat you've produced for 

7 A The associate, after eliciting information from me 

8 us today, that a seL pen of your eqnyenem that 

8 regarding did 1 purrhaar thas product, did we uae if 

9 join*? 

9 in a specific fashion for human we, informed me 

10 A. It wai mud] I received a call from the office, the 

10 that there was an instance of failure and they were 

11 other office, yea. 

11 involved in defending or they were involved in a 

12 Q. And when you went to retrieve the shackle that you 

12 lawsuit associated with this prodnet and the death 

13 produced for os Boday, where war (hat? 

13 of a stunt person. And there were tome more 

14 A. That was with our fly gear. 

14 elaborstm details in terms of at being ■ Kansas, 

15 Q. The shackle was sdD part of your equipment? 

15 etcetera. In hrt, I recalled the individual at 

16 A. Yet. 

16 that point and the event but the rest of the 

17 Q. And you need that shackle hack: isn't that tight? 

17 conversation was fairly innocuous. 

18 A. If at aa not safe for human use, while I apeni a 

1 l Q. Do y«] remember the dste of that convenation? 

19 considerable amount of money on if and would not 

19 A I'm afraid 1 do not 

20 willingly part with it, on that basaa I wouldn't 

20 Q. Was it within the last year? 

21 suspend a human from it Certainly not as a sole 

21 A It was at the most two months ago. 

22 source of support 

22 Q. Do you know how the tnodau that contacted you got 1 

23 Q Didn't you tefi tn that yon needed that ahaddc back 

23 your name? 

24 for s performance ■ Jane of dns year? 

24 A I actually inquired and they mad they had been in 

25 A. Yea, 1 did. 

25 touch with Amapcc. 
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1 Q. And wfaai perform nor was (bar? 

1 Q. Did you m*H*inifd from that cnflw^—fKK 1 dun this 

2 A. That performance is don at the Medieval Fantasy 

2 lawsuit involved a death of s stunt person? 

3 Fair. 

3 A Yes. 

4 Q. So dui shackle is - that Lewmar shackle is sdl 

4 Q. Was that the in forma Poo that was given to you by 

5 used m yarn performances? 

5 the associate? 

6 A. Ve have plans to use fa, yea. 

6 A Yea. 

7 Q Yowsesomoey was that yoawotdd not use fast 

7 Q And when you say a snug person, is thar mmmni 

8 thnrfck u a sofa means of fi^jporr; u that eight? 

8 that has teainmg in performing iturns? - 

9 A. Correct. 

9 A Yes. 

10 Q You have been oomaaed by the attorneys foe WWE, 

10 Q. Is that how you understood that? 

11 World Wmdbg Entensiameot or World Wnesthng 

11 A Yea 

12 Fedcam? 

12 Q. Do yon know that the petaoa that died vrotmdsqg 

13 A. IWs your office? 

13 this lawsuit was Owen Hart? 

14 MS COX; Yes. 

14 A Yes. 

IS THE WITNESS: Yes 

15 Q. Do you know if Mr. Hart had any trafauog in 

16 BY MR. LOGAN: 


17 Q. On how many ocoaooi have you bcaa can acred? 

17 A la performing stum*, yea Id performing thia 

11 A Twice. Once far an interview and once tn let me 

18 specific stunt, I have no idea. 

19 know about this instance. 

19 Q. You have an understanding that Mr. Hart had mining 

20 Q. When you lay tha instance? 

20 m performing iturns? 

21 A This deposition. 

21 A Any big time wrestler, and I have trained with some 

22 Q. And who con tamed you one cental g die interview? 

22 of them, has considerable stunt training. 

23 A I don't remember the usocutt's name from the firm 

23 Q. What kind of stum naming? 

24 Q, Was it a tnak or fraale? 

24 A Fighting-, falling; rolling; '•^"g him; acOing 

25 A It was a female. 

25 hita, meaning we act as if ws'd been hit as opposed 
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1 to actually having to eiuktre the imparts; blood 

2 work, how to make blood device! oodq akx - tone 

3 gymnastics, depending on their individual ahOiiy, 

4 but ipeaficafly flying stunts, thee 1 ! not - when 

5 yon go to school to become a big tune wrestler, 

6 that 1 a not port o 4 any cumcnkn of which I'm 

7 aware. 

I Q. And the ftuaa (bat you were descdbmg - 
9 ban, idling ban, those ait inma that would be 

10 performed m the nog? 

11 A. Not necessarily. Big time wTesthng often tpiUa 

12 oat over the ring but yea, in front of an audience. 

13 In front of a pc rnrini a fr audience. 

14 Q. Aj pan of a wrestling marrh? 

15 A. Co rr ect. 

16 Q. And yon have no idea whether Mr. Han had any 

17 r™irung ^ Reforming b«yj of aadal deacon 

that be wu - 

A. No. 

MS. COX: Objection. 

BY MIL LOGAN: 

Q. n finish the question, you can object, then 
Mt Barbeau can answer. 

JUDGE GUM: Let’s proceed. 

BY MR. LOGAN: 


74 

Q. Yota don't base any knowledge that Mt Han had any 
training in performing this kind of aenai descent 
stunt? 

MS. COX: Objectsoo; leading. 

JUDGE GUM: Overruled 

THE WITNESS: I have no personal knowledge 
of Mi. Hart's training with respect to this stunt. 

BY MX LOGAN: 

Q You aaid that when you - well, let me go back a 
step before 1 get there. If ] understand your 
testimony, there are several facma that go ineo 
designing a stunt ■ (hat right? 

A. Yea. 

Q. And your overall oon c ein is safety? 

A. Yea. 

Q. And then you also have to rponder the look that die 
director is tr y ing to achieve? 

A. Yea. 

Q. And yoa also have to rocuader the actor's com fan 
level with performing the stunt? 

A. Yet. 

Q And you told us those thmgf that yoa would do io 
order to team an actor m performing a stunt 

A. Yes 

Q. And have yoa had occasion io your career to cafi off 
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1 a stunt? 

2 A. Yea. 

3 Q. On whai nmnoni hive yon called off s want? 

4 A. Many occasions. I would be hard pressed to identify 

5 an of them for you. Bet in circumstance* that play 

6 into that, environmental ham, since I perfom 

7 very often outside; wet stages; high winds, higher 

| than what we consider a ccept able winds. We've had 
9 perf orm e rs simply back out and decide thai tonight 

10 they weren't ready for that stunt, partxculariy high 

11 falls. If a stuntman loola down and says today is 

12 not the day I can do this, then you cal the stum. 

13 Q- And are (bone reasons lor calhug off the stuot io 

14 c o rmemn o wnfa the safety? 

15 A. Yea. 

16 Q. The stum could not be performed safely? 

17 A. Corr e ct. 

18 MS. COX Objection; leading. 

19 JUDGE GUM: Overruled 

20 THE WITNESS: Correa. 

21 BY MR. LOGAN: 

22 Q. Have you ever had aa oc canon so drermd a performer 

23 from a haght of 60 feet? 

24 A. Yea. 

25 Q. On how many ocranrmi? 
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1 A. Let me be specific. The wny you're nat^ the word 

2 descend, my answer is no, I suspect, U you can 

3 clarify you mean descend. Wc have repel which is a 

4 special type of descent from man than 60 feet. Bui 

5 I have never used s desc wutia| device like this in 

6 this type of figging we have described to go from 

7 that height. 

8 Q. Do you have so uDdentaadtog as to the type of 

9 nggsng that war used in ooooectioe with the wnoi, 

10 the aerial descent Mr. Han was to perform? 

11 A. No, I do not. 

12 Q Do you know the bod of cqtnpmeni that was used? 

13 A. ] am not ismQiar with the setup of this particular 

14 stunt or the rigging of this particular in stance 

15 Q. Are you aware that the sole ooooecnon between 

16 Mr. Hart’s Amspec vest that be wu weanog and the 

17 hue wu a Lewmar tnger-iaicb shackle? 

18 A. I have bean informed of that but only during this 

19 deposition. 

20 Q. Gould you describe lor tu the tnstacoe io which yon 

21 have repelle d a performer from s height of 60 leer 

22 or more? 

23 A. During s performance during half time of the Detroit 

24 Pistons, one of the Denote Piston's games we 

25 repelled out of the roof rafters. There's platforms 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 


there. There tie el kinds of iky wifln, and 
tepefied to die floor of the itdiimi qot 
gear appropriate for this eon of repeL 
What land of eqttqxnent? 

We were using figure eight descenders. 

And that figure egfat d c a cc n dei is a method of 
controlling the speed of the descent? 

Correct. It 1 ! a device that roatei the line through 
a aeries of loop! providing sufficient friction for 
the performer of the a turn to control the rate it 
which they're descending simply by relaxing or 
squeezing harder on the tope directly with their 


What kind of cope were yon wing? 

We were oaing dimhing Una, static climbing line. 

Whai was yotsr coon e cri o r poaot to the rope? 

The cnsmection po int to the rape was t hr ough a 
dimhing harness pick point, a caribeencr and then 
to the descender. 

What land of esnheener? 

Petzd, 1 believe. Although we have 15 or 20,1 
believe moat of them are PetzeL 

la it a locking cadbeener? 

Yea. 

Do you have any redundancy in that repeP 


Q. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
a 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 


!■ dtactfang? 1am 

“pr- 

That a p erfo r mer is not 


Dtrol of 


16 

17 

18 


19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


is engaged in phyrimBy lowering them while they 
maintain their concentration elsewhere. 

When you talked aboui doing - or framing a 
performer to per f or m a stunt, and you're tmtnmg an 
actor to p erform a met — 

Correct. 

- one of the tninmg methods arms to have that actor 
do a r eh ear sal, ts that eight? 

Yea. 

When you do-a rehearsal with an s oar , do you have 
the mm pe rf orm the stunt io ooanaac? 

Yea. 

Is that important? 

It as ericieaJky imponsaL 
Why is that? 

Cos mm e affects th^ir balance, their abiHry to 
move, and their ability to access all of these 
connection pninn with respect to this Specific type 
of a srunt. So tfaexr ahi&ty u reach the Inops and 
hooka and releases and manage the Esc around what 
is often in my parbenk/ area of performance 
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No. It was ■ single-hue repeL 

Did you understand the term redundancy? 

Yes. 

How do you understand that term? 

That there is mote than one point of attachment to 
the sig>pon hue or that there is more than one line 
running to the performer of a stunt. 

The repd that you did from the rafters during the 
Detroit Piston's game, was that as part of your - 
Yes. 

- Ring of Steel? 

Yes, it was. 

And aD of those persons that descended were 
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ate 

W% 


actxvtdea, the costumes 
quire fol and low of folds of doth to 
it chm they rehearse in die garb that 

e train la front of 


Yes. 

And were they aD members of Ring of Seed? 

They were afi members of Ring of Sled in Cood 
standing and they were aQ train ed tn specifically 
rep ellin g. Not everyone in die g ro u p trains m the 
lame aetzvioes or baa the same interests. 

On what ocher ocrasinn have you - let me go back to 
my oogtna] question. Have you ever descended a 
performer from a height of 60 feet? 

Not in the method that you're describing. 

Okay. And what ii your understanding of the method 


6 

Q- 

7 


8 


9 

A. 

10 

Q 

11 


12 


13 


14 

A. 

IS 

Q 

16 

A. 

17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 

Q 

23 


24 

A. 

25 



Do you kn ow if Mr. Hart l e to ve d any saining m the 
pcrfomtance of the aerial descent chat be was 
scheduled to per form^ 

I have no knowledge. 

When Ma Coe asked you about how you l ear n ad about 
Amapec, you arid that you had behoved — you 
be&md chai they had been recommended to you by ■ 
friend. 

Yea. 

Who was that? 

Hia name is Brian Thomas. He Is a resident in one 
of the subdivisions of Los Angeles, and nay 
as soosnows with Ml Thomas goes back ao 1900 as 
the Michigan Renaissance Festival where he and 1 
were co-perfosmem in a show. We were part of a 
team together for seven yean. 

And did Mister - when did Mr. Thomas make the 
recommends non to you concermng Amspec? 

When we were researching the devices necessary for 
the upcoming show, so certainly in 1997,1998. 
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THE WITNESS: Not ndi 1 w 
they vn a Lewmar product 
BY MR LOGAN: 

Q. You tudfied dnt that qtudi-ftkue dme, 

Exhibit 5, was not manufactured for use m the stum 


MS COX Object**, 
testimony 

JUDGE GUM Overruled 


10 


THE WITNESS 1 waa - I'm sorry, aak the 

10 


11 


question ag*m 

11 


12 

BY MR LOGAN: 

12 


13 

Q 

Do you know the purpose - do yoo know the purpose 

13 

A 

14 


why that trigger-inch ahsdde waa wtxmfcmiwd? 

14 

Q- 

15 

A. 

1 did not it the anv that 1 was pore hazing it 

15 


16 

Q. 

Have yoo since learned ia purpose? 

16 


17 

A. 

1 was made aware — 

17 

A 

18 


MS. COX Objection, calls for q>ccuknon 

18 


19 


Go ahead 

19 


20 


JUDGE GUM: Overruled 

20 

BY 

21 


THE WITNESS 1 was made same of n 

21 

Q. 

22 


nautical origin durtqg the conversation with the 

22 

A 

23 


laaooate from your firm. Whir 1 1 the rwiw of the 

23 


24 


firm again? 

24 


25 


MS COX Bryan Cave. 

25 
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1 ■ pcfformer to teicb up aad take hold of thia while 

2 &t T wc«.u«p a .de<lb T iL They-rre instructed 

3 ipedficaDy not to do Ail 

4 Q. And yoo can tefi by looking at the design of that 

5 Lewmar mggcr-htch shwkle that u ■ designed to 

6 rrifnr ander load? 

7 A. Yea. 

8 Q. This ia kind of where I started my 

9 cross-exammabcm, Mi. Barbeau, and that was 

with the fad that yon have plana id uae that 
quidt-release device ia a performance in June of 
thia year? 

Yea. 

And do you consider that there are appropriate a tea 
then for a quick-release device in the show* that 
you work on? 

I. 

MS COX Objection; vague and amhguous. 
JUDGE GUM: Overruled 
MR. LOGAN: 

What ace thoae uaea? 

The uae that we plan for thia ia wt'D be Hying hi 
a 40-pound bird thnf a « a fake and that bard then 
needa to be releaeed off the tine quickly. 1 would 
uae thia for anything that didn't go over the heada 


l 


1U6 


1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

i 

7 

a 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 
14 
17 
11 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


THE WITNESS: Bryan Cave. 

(Depownoo Erhthn No- S waa marked) 

BY MR LOGAN: 

Q- When you cecevad thu shackle, Ezhihsi 5, and you 
aaw the language uae spake to open, did you - what 
did that mean to you? 

A It confuted me when I read that became it dad 
with a simple finger palL So I waa uadcu on vkar 
that could possibly mean, but perhaps there waa aoi 
functionality ta it of which I waa unaware. 

Q. Did you eve have the performers that me the 
qiack-rdeaae device ffriraar themadves with the 
finger pdP 

A The answu to your queanoo ia no, they - the 
perform err uae thia. The technicians that released 
if did utilize Ait pufl. 

Q. Are you a w a r e that the Levant tugger-latch shackle 
ia drngnod to release quickly under load? 

A No. And my caps itinre has been that we never 
allowed a performer to release thia while k waa 
under load la design tefis me thax it can he 
released under load, otherwise the hinge would not 
be constructed in this fashion, hoi 1 never allowed 
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1 of (he audience and anything that wasn't human ai 

2 thia point, having leaned what 1 have leaned about 

3 h. 

4 For me, 1 adfl — 1 don't have any or 

5 rarely have had any call n rrlraar something under 

4 load. So at least to date 1 haven't been called on 

7 tint on a ahow to do that. No Water Worlds 

8 Q. Do you have any understanding (hat the nagger-latch 

9 iha^Je that waa used in the Owen Han stunt failed 

10 to operas m the way that a waa designed to 

11 opente? 

12 MS. COX Objection; calk for speculation, 

13 lacks foundation He already wwifi—I he doesn't 

14 know anything about the tenq) of that 

15 JUDGE GUM: He may anawm if he knows. 

16 THE WITNESS Aak a - 

17 MR LOGAN: Could you read a hack? 

18 (Reporter read pending question.) 

19 THE WITNESS No, I do not 

20 Fanisr me. Your Honor, I need a m o m e nt 1 

21 ion received a h i gh-lev el ur genc y page from my 

22 wife. A have a three-year-aid and ao 

23 eight-month-old at home so I need to si least check 

24 in 

25 VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Off the record ML 
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1 

much. Flying ud being dangling in the air, that*a 

1 


release. 

2 

an entirely different matter. 

2 

BY MS COX 

3 

Q. Okay. And waa this the fiat ten* that there acton 

3 

Q. 

That's not my question. Maybe I should rephrase 

4 

actually dangled m die air? 

4 


chat My quesnon ■ what n required Left aay 

5 

A. Yea. 

5 


assuming that rh» tdgger-laich shackle is nodes a 

6 

Q. So if yon had an actor who had previously done a 

6 


load, what il required for it to be released? 

7 

descent from the tame hqgfat u the descent that he 

7 

A. 

That's very diflerem than (he design of it 

8 

«ai being asked to do now and the only difference 

8 

Q 

Right 

9 

was that die nigger-latch i hackle vu 

9 

A. 

Because I indicated that it was designed to release 

10 

would it take yon one to two weeks to train that 

10 


under load even though I didn't use it that way. 

11 

person? 

11 

Q- 

Right. 

12 

MR LOGAN: Tm going to abject to the form 

12 

A. 

For ddfl to release under load you amply have to 

13 

of the qumrion as leading and suggestive. 

13 


pull the release. 

14 

JUDGE GUM: It ia but you may answex. 

14 

Q 

And if the release is not puled, do you expect that 

15 

THE WITNESS: The difficulty with the stunt 

15 


the trigger-latch shadde would unlatch amply 

16 

really bet in the confidence of the individual and 

16 


because il*i designed to be able to release under 

17 

their ability to perform il Ttaming them in a 

17 


load? 

18 

ptmniiai protocol and how quiddy they grasp that 

18 


MR LOGAN Objection to form, leads* sod 

19 

protocol and ait able to comfortably execute it, I 

19 


suggestive. 

20 

insist on as many aerations as it takes before Till 

20 


JUDGE GUM: Sustained. 

21 

confident in their ahthty And they're confident and 

21 

BY MS COX: 

22 

they express confidence in their ability. 

22 

Q 

la il your understands* that the derign of the 

23 

So the answer is no, it might not take two 

23 


trigger-latch shackle would cause il to come 

24 

weeks. It may take only 20 minute*. It may take 

24 


imhrrhrri simply hrrwne it's under 

25 

two mmutea for me to tefl one of my stunt 

25 

A. 

No. 
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1 

professionals oh, yeah, we're doing something 

1 


MS COX 1 have no further questions 

2 

3 

differendy this time, 1 need you to do this, this 
and this and make certain you da it in this order. 

2 


JUDGE GUM: Any re-cross? 

4 

And, you know, they look me in the eye and we nod 

3 


RE-EXAMINATION 

5 

and we go do the performance. But my guyt tram 51 

4 

BY MR LOGAN: 

6 

weeks a year. Huh a not on the same order of 




7 

magnitude as some actress who's going to do it one 

5 

Q 

Oae quick question. Mi. Barbeau. Did you order 

a 

9 

time in her whole career. 

BY MS. COX: 

6 


the products from Am^jec that are referred to on 

10 

Q. In response to Mr Lopn'a quesnomng, you talked 

7 


Exhibit 2 while you were on the telephone or after 

11 

about ■ trigger-inch shackle as being designed to 

a 


you recoved the catalog? 

12 

release under a load. Do you recall that? 



13 

A. Yea. 

9 

A. 

While I waa on the telephone. And die caialog 

14 

Q What would be required or what is your understanding 

10 


arrived with the merchandise. 

15 

of what is required tn order for the tzagger-latch 




16 

shackle to be released under load? 

11 


MR LOGAN: That's all ] have. Thank you. 

17 

A. Two factor* would — well, I was expecting an 

12 


JUDGE GUM All qgbt- Thank you very 

18 

abjection if 1 were you. So there arc two factor* 



19 

dam would — 

13 


much. You're free to go. 

20 

MR. LOGAN: 1 would move to strike that 

|4 


vmcri TTruviirTiu. n M -aj-j 

21 

comment 

15 



22 

THE WITNESS Sorry. I've been her* a lor* 


5:56 p-m. 

23 

litiv tvl I'm totally mgar f*Mlwd at this point 

16 


(Deposition mododed 5:56 pm.) 

24 

There are two factors that I would look for 

17 


25 

m identifying how a shackle was designed to 
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